
October 2013 

www.mpuma-music.org.za Page 1 

Welcome to our October newsletter, which is packed with information on the many activities 

and events that we have been busy with over the last few months.  2Enable, which falls under 

the CMDA umbrella, is starting to take shape and we foresee great things for our ’school in the 

cloud’.  On the music side, students have been active and you can read all about their 

performances in this newsletter, as well as news on workshops, our very own Lowveld 

Community Orchestra, as well as info on the exciting upcoming musical festival in December.   

All of the Route 40 Music Festival, being held in White River.   Firstly, we’d like to say….   

Dear Friends, 

Thank you to each and every one of our donors who make our work possible... 

and including the many individuals and small companies  who continue to generously support us 

FINTAX  

GROUP 

http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music


www.mpuma-music.org.za Page 2 

Where we’re at right now.. 

Our Vision 

Our Mission 

THE MUSIC PROGRAMME 
 

To lead in the development of an  

inspired, socially responsible youth  

through participation in music. 

THE MUSIC PROGRAMME 
 

To use music to develop shared 

values between communities 

and cultures; identify and grow 

talented youthful musicians 

whose skill set will be enhanced; 

within an inspirational and re-

spectful program. 

We are growing from strength to strength, and in the last four 

months there’s been much activity both on the  

music side, and with 2Enable. 

 

On the music side we have 200 members actively participat-

ing in regular contact sessions in our three hubs in Zwelisha, 

KaBokweni and Casterbridge, White River.   

 

Since our last newsletter, a total of 915 after school contact 

sessions have taken place, that being between students and 

their coaches. 

 

We’re excited to report that by using the 2Enable platform, 

students have completed 675 Music Theory tests,  

141 Recorder tests and 40 Guitar tests.  Certificates were  

presented to the students who completed their tests, and who 

now move up to the next level.   

 

We opened our first privately owned 2Enable Learning Centre 

in KaBokweni under the direction of Nthando Lekhuleni.  

 

In the CMDA, we are proud to have within our performing arts 

‘stable’ the following: 

 

 11 Youth Bands 

 1 Orchestra (55 members strong) 

 1 Musical Production (Ilizwi, with a cast of 35) 

 7 coaches specialising in various instruments as well as 

theatre and vocal coaching 

 1 Conductor (Lowveld Community Orchestra) 

2ENABLE 
 

To enable the development of  

an inspired and socially responsible 

nation through free, quality  

education. 

2ENABLE 
 

To use the 2Enable platform to 

deliver free education, training 

and enterprise development  

to all South Africans,  

especially those who reside in 

rural communities. 

http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music
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So many performances! 
Our bands have been very busy in the last few months, and have also been in demand as opening acts for various 

performances, and as entertainment at functions.  Requests for our bands have come in thick and fast, and it’s been 

an exciting time for everyone.  The PAC itself has been a hub of activity, and we were thrilled to have Elvis Blue visit 

us once again.  His show was a sell out and several of our young soloists opened for him.    

Cosmic River was invited to perform at de Stoep in Nelspruit, and as an opener for a special spring day concert at 

Blue Moon.  Café Wha? And Apple Finger were the opening act for Jason Hartman, who performed as the main 

act for WESSA’s Save the Rhino Concert.  Café Wha? have thrilled the crowds on several occasions with their rendi-

tions of ‘Purple Rain’ and ‘Bird of Paradise’, including wowing the crowd at the opening of the Rocking for Rhinos 

festival in Hoedspruit.   A concert was specially arranged in Zwelisha so that parents and friends of our talented 

youngsters could sample some of the great things their peers and children have been doing. 

The CMDA performers provided all of the entertainment at an Alzheimer's Foundation fundraiser at Casambo Executive 

Guest Lodge, and the line-up included the gumboot dancers, Princess and Co, Monday Night Mavericks and some 

traditional dancers.  The Uplands Festival was a great opportunity for our bands Cosmic River and Café Wha? to per-

form in front of a large crowd, and they didn’t disappoint.   Café Wha? also opened for Locnville in the Botanical Gar-

dens, and Cosmic River had the thrill of performing on a huge stage at Innibos at the end of June.  Ilizwi was staged 

again at the PAC, to a full house, as well as at Penryn College.  Bands performed for Makro’s birthday celebration and 

at their Golf Day, and also for functions at Harley Davidson in Nelspruit. 

http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQzfVFs3pWU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gBIMwZa6ME
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Whenever a local artist visits the PAC, or even 

our area, we invite them to get to know our pro-

gram, and to perhaps run a workshop for our 

students.  We really value these musicians and 

inspirational role models who generously give of 

their time to teach our students what they have 

learnt, as well as sharing skills and advice. 

 

In the last few months our local youngsters have 

enjoyed workshops run by Wendy Oldfield,  

Jason Hartman and Kahn Morbee of The  

Parlotones, as well as a motivational workshop 

facilitated by Vuyo Jack, representing his NPO 

’Africa Empowered’;  Vuyo is involved in the 

Global Dignity Programme in South Africa, and 

co-wrote Ilizwi.  

Workshops 

As part of the Carnegie Hall 

Songwriters Competition,  

Kahn of The Parlotones  

hosted a song-writing  

workshop, which 50  

young people attended.   

 

One of our musicians  

Lara Gear (not in the pic) 

sang for Kahn and  

he invited her to  

record with the Parlotones,  

in Cape Town. 

A truly wonderful and  

inspiring adventure for  

one of our students! 

 

 

Wendy Oldfield per-

formed at the Uplands 

Festival this year.   She 

and her partner visited 

our hub in Zwelisha 

where she taught bud-

ding musicians the skills 

of writing their own lyrics, 

and then helped set 

them to music. 

Vuyo Jack, representing 

Africa Empowered 

visited the PAC, and  

presented a dynamic  

motivational workshop on 

the subject of Dignity. 

 

40 young people  

attended and they all  

enjoyed the inspirational 

talk. as well as 

a hearty meal. 

Jason Hartman performed as the headline act 

at the WESSA Save the Rhino concert, at which 

our bands Café Wha? And Apple Finger also 

performed. 

 

Jason visited our hub in Zwelisha where he 

jammed with the young aspiring musicians, 

sharing his skills and giving them tips on  

achieving success in the music industry.   

http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music
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The Lowveld Community Orchestra is one of the province’s latest musical gems, made up of over 50 musicians 

aged from 12 to 60.  The conductor is Anneke Coetzer and she is ably assisted in musical direction and accompa-

niment by Lorraine Kirk, and on occasion Anita Lombard, all teachers at Uplands Prep and College. 

 

Some of its members travel from Lydenburg and Pienaar for monthly rehearsals, and the LCO can boast a harpist 

and double bass player  which is quite a rare thing in Mpumalanga,  The orchestra is gaining a name for itself, and 

has delighted audiences at several recitals over the last few months, including: 

 

•The Uplands Festival  -  the LCO performed at the opening of the Uplands College new drama and music build-

ings, and actually opened the Festival itself. 

 

• The orchestra performed for the 2nd time ever at the Antiques Fair at Umbali near Barberton.  

 

• Hospice Fundraising Cinema Evening  -  a trio from the orchestra played at this event, adding that extra touch to 

the movie itself which had a musical theme. 

 

• Trio Mundi, a trio of musicians from the USA, performed with the LCO at a very special afternoon recital at the 

PAC.  The orchestra and guest musicians filled the centre of the PAC auditorium, and the audience watched from 

the stage, sides and from above.  The ambience was magical and the audience were delighted with this rare 

treat of an international act performing with our very own home-grown orchestra.  

The LCO is a musical gem,  

bringing together musicians of all ages from 

many corners of the Lowveld community 

Trio Mundi meets a local fan, Philip Carter  Trio Mundi’s beautiful recital at the PAC Trio Mundi and the LCO share centre stage 

The Lowveld Community Orchestra is generously supported by the MacKenzie Foundation 

http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music


For questions that are free-form such as an essay (or a practical) 

that a teacher must assess, the platform will provide a preload-

ed rubric for the teacher to use.  The interface is simple and will 

be a major labour saving tool for teachers.  As such teachers 

can use the platform for homework assignments or class tests.  

All results are automatically provided to the teacher.  For teach-

ers, several tools will be available to them to improve their effec-

tiveness in the classroom.  Besides providing a teacher with a 

breakdown of the results of assessments taken by the children in 

their class, it will also analyse the results and show the teacher 

the topics that are least understood by that in the academic 

performance of the class.   The teacher can then focus on those 

topics that will result in the greatest improvement.  
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2Enable is an online learning platform designed to enable  

users who are in search of meaningful education and music 

content, specifically those users in rural spaces without access 

to any web based resources.   

 

Currently Music Theory, Recorder, Violin and Guitar videos 

have been loaded in full.   With several qualified teachers  

collating and aligning content with the CAPS document, we 

hope to have three core academic subjects completed by 

the end of 2013.  This includes Mathematics and English First 

Additional Language from G1 - G12, and Physical Science 

from G10 - G12.  Other subjects currently under development 

include Natural Science G9 & G10 and Life Science from G10 

- G12. 

 

All curriculum aligned content is arranged in weekly modules with an online assessment at the end of 

each module.  Currently Mathematics G8 and G9, Physical Science G10 -G12 (content only) and Eng-

lish First Additional Language G7, G8, G9 and G10 have been completed.  This represents over 3000 

video and PDF resources which are complemented with over 1000 questions per grade.  All of this is 

available to teachers and students at no cost and can be accessed at www.2Enable.org 

 

A new functionality currently under development will enhance the learning experience for all users.  At 

the end of every assessment, the application will produce a custom test revision page for each user 

pointing them to resources that they need to revise in order to pass the assessment.  This test revision 

page is populated with content based on the specific questions the user answered incorrectly.  The 

feedback to the user is immediate and allows the user to under-

take further revision before retaking the assessment.  Any user that 

completes all the modules and passes all the assessments for a 

specific grade will definitely pass their end of year examinations. 

 

2Enable, an initiative to develop a School in the Cloud providing free academic and other 
meaningful educational content for the benefit of all South Africans and anyone in search of 
structured learning material using existing web based resources and new content specifically 
designed for the platform.  

Ntando Lekhuleni who runs our first Dell 

funded Learning Centre in KaBokweni                  

It was an exciting day when the first  

computers arrived from Dell South Africa 

Development Fund. 

http://www.2enable.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music
https://www.2enable.org
http://www.2enable.org/


To provide access to 2Enable in our underserved community 

and with significant donations from the Dell South Africa Devel-

opment Fund and Rand Merchant Bank, the CMDA has  

installed learning centres into each of its music hubs and will be 

partnering with ten local schools where we will be providing 

the internet access and IT services to ensure their in-school 

computer centres are functional.   

 

We are also establishing 2Enable Learning Centres in privately 

owned and managed spaces available to anyone in the local 

community for a small monthly fee.  These micro enterprises are 

a great investment for businesses in search of functional micro 

enterprises for their Enterprise Budgets.  They are properly main-

tained and managed spaces, and the owners know they have 

to provide a reliable service to succeed.   

 

And more importantly, they offer a space where members of a 

community can access free educational content, search 

online for work opportunities and submit applications that can 

ultimately improve their economic situation. 

Sean busy with a Dell funded 2Enable 

Learning Centre installation at Ntando’s 

Enterprise Hub in kaBokweni. 

A gaming interface is also under development that will al-

low a teacher to turn their lessons into a learning and edu-

cational game. 

 

The platform is designed specifically for rural spaces as it is 

the CMDA’s intention to uplift underserved communities, 

however it will help any user including those who attend 

highly functional schools with their academic subjects.  Be-

sides being a tool for teachers, it is also an ideal platform 

for parents who are home schooling their children especial-

ly as it is available at no cost to the user. 

Other uses for 2Enable 

 
Management Platform 

2Enable can be used by charities or corporate to plan and track contact sessions with their benefi-

ciaries or staff members.  By creating an event for a specific group, all the members of that group 

will receive an sms notifying them of the details of the contact session.  Online attendance at the 

event provides meaningful reports at the touch of a button. 

 
Learning Platform 

2Enable can be used to deliver any structured educational content.  For any organisation, it can 

be used for in-house staff training, health and safety or for induction programs for new staff in prep-

aration for the workplace.  It can be used to deliver health and welfare programs or training for 

sustainability in rural spaces; it can also be used in adult basic education. 

 
Ticketing Platform 

For anyone managing an event, the platform can be used to sell online tickets (for credit card pur-

chases only) and to control access to an event.  Ticket batches can also be set up to allow the 

ticket purchaser to allocate a portion of the face value of the ticket to a charity of their choice 

from a predefined list.  The event organiser can decide which charities they wish to associate with 

each ticket batch.  As such, it can be used as a fundraising platform for charities. 

Learners become familiar with the 2Ena-

ble program at our first  

Learning Centre 

www.mpuma-music.org.za Page 7 
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The CMDA is proud to be hosting the first ever Route 40 Music Festival at the Casterbridge 

Lifestyle Centre on the R40, just outside White River.  This festival will be held in collaboration 

with the Carnegie Hall Musical Exchange Programme in New York and the Rock School  

Scholarship Fund in California,  and takes place from 6 to 8 December.   
 

The Festival will be the culmination of a Song Writing Contest held in South Africa and in the 

USA for young people aged between 13 and 17.  Judges include Grammy-Award Winning 

Artist Dave Matthews as Guest Judge, as well as Songwriter’s Hall of Fame, Holly Knight, 

Wayne Kramer (MC5), Vicky Peterson (The Bangles), Kay Hanley (Letters to Cleo), Kahn Mor-

bee (The Parlotones), Vusi Mahlasela, Kabelo Mabalane (TKZee), Craig Hinds (Watershed), 

Elvis Blue, Jason Hartman, Ross Learmonth (Prime Circle), and Zolani Mahola (Freshlyground).  

Many of the above have also agreed to perform at the Route 40 Music Festival. 

 

Our youth bands including the winning song-writing entrants as well as talent from South  

African schools will perform.  Headline acts will alternate during the day and evening  

at the Casterbridge Performing Arts Centre and at the Old Car Museum at the  

Casterbridge Lifestyle Centre.   

Friday 6th to Sunday 8th December 

Prime Circle   *   Watershed   *   The Parlotones  

Vusi Mahlasela  *   Verity  *  Zebra and Giraffe     

Paige Mac   *   Elvis Blue   *   Jason Hartman    

   Daniel Baron   *   Rayland Baxter 
(and subject to change) 

Featuring the following top bands 

Tickets: Day ticket R150pp; Weekend Pass R350pp    

Available on www.2Enable.org or through the CMDA office 013-7513135 

Casterbridge, R40, White River 

LET THERE BE MUSIC! 

www.route40.org 

http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music
http://www.route40.org/


Donor Information Evening   

On Saturday 28th September the CMDA held an information 

evening revealing big plans for music and on-line education 

development.  With a growing reputation for bringing top-

class musicians to the Lowveld, the CMDA is moving ever clos-

er to being a source of home-grown talent launched on the 

national, if not international, stage.   

 

An audience of donors and interested parties, including Ms 

Natasha Reuben, Head of Transformation at Dell Southern 

and Central Africa; the Presidents of the Nelspruit and White 

River Rotary Clubs Messrs Leon Pitallo and Gavin Sinclair and 

their wives; Rotary Club members; Ms Janitta Pieterse of Kru-

ger Lowveld Chamber of Business and Tourism; Mr Roelof van 

Rooyen of SSETA; Mr Deon Raoul van Vuuren who represented 

the DDG of the Mpumalanga DoBE, Ms Lucy Moyani; local 

business leaders; representatives of the Education and Arts 

and Culture Departments; the media and Friends of the 

CMDA, were treated to an evening of music and information.   

 

Mike Matthews explained the vision, mission and current status 

of the CMDA, with an in-depth explanation of the dynamics 

of the 2Enable platform.   

 

Three CMDA bands – Vital Crew, Apple Finger and Cafe 

Wha? rocked with Miriam Makeba classics and rock, culmi-

nating in an electrifying performance by Cafe Wha? which 

included their rendition of Prince’s ‘Purple Rain’ which had 

the audience of all ages dancing in the aisles.   

 

The evening was a great success and the CMDA would like to 

express appreciation to Lowveld Media who covered the sto-

ry and featured our evening the following week in their news-

papers, The Lowvelder and White River Post.  Thanks also to 

ShowMe Nelspruit for all photos featured here.   

 

 

www.mpuma-music.org.za Page 9 

Paigon Prince & Natasha Reuben of 

Dell South Africa Development Fund 

Saby Thamae of Steval and 

Mncedisi Beauchamp of Ambassador Foods 

Lydia Deeuw from PostNet White River 

and her husband James 

http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music


The CMDA team 

Our team is growing in number and we’re thrilled to welcome Keren Gear, Zinzile 

Hadebe, Melodie Bowyer, John Jacobs, Pieter de Villiers and Sihle Ngomane.   
                 

                               We hope to see you all at the Route 40 Music Festival!                                                                                                    
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As always, our heartfelt thanks... 

We thank all our wonderful donors and friends for their unfailing 

support to our projects - we can’t do what we do without you!  

We feature here a few of most recent donors from within the 

community: 
 

Makro Nelspruit has recently assisted us with a generous shop-

ping voucher and a printer for the 2Enable office.  They gave us 

wonderful exposure when they invited our gumboot dancers 

and our bands to perform at their birthday event.  
 

Pat Huckschlag of Lowveld Lodge donated juices and funding 

for the Zwelisha Concert on behalf of First Resorts.  
 

Paint Centre donated 15 litres of paint for our new office. 
 

Shoprite White River generously donated the rolls and viennas 

for our Zwelisha concert. 
 

Tanja Ruf of Oliver’s Restaurant & Lodge kindly provided accom-

modation for our guests who attended our Donor Evening, at 

greatly reduced rates.  
 

PostNet White River continues to give us discounted rates on our 

colour printing. Thank you! 

Kobus Raath donated a super set of 

drums which will be put to good use. 

 

To all who have donated in any way,  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS @ THE PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE (PAC) 

 

ROCK OF AGES DANCE SHOW   26 October @14:00 & 20:30 

SHAWN PHILLIPS   1 November @19:00 

FLAVOURED MELODY 15 November @ 18:00 

RHYTHM & DANCE CHAMPS 16 November @ 19:00 

LUMO DANCE PARTY 23 November @ 19:00 

ROCK THIS COUNTRY 29 November @19:00 

ROUTE 40 MUSIC FESTIVAL  6 to 8 December (visit www.route40.org.za)  

 

Please note you can book tickets online on 2Enable’s website @ www.2enable.org 

To find out more about  

investing in the 2Enable 

platform, please visit  

https://www.2enable.org/

DonorInfo.aspx  

 

To donate direct to the 

CMDA please click on  

this link 

5 good reasons to invest in the CMDA and its free education platform 2Enable: 
 

 CMDA is developing a leading edge computer application to deliver free quality ed-

ucational content to all South Africans; 

 CMDA is developing tools to empower all teachers to become better teachers; 

 CMDA runs a highly successful music programme that develops shared values between        

Communities; 

 CMDA is establishing black-owned micro-enterprises to provide public access to computers, our 

2Enable application and the internet in general; 

 CMDA has Section 18A status - grants made to our development work are tax-deductible. 

http://www.facebook.com/mpuma.music
https://www.givengain.com/cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=donate&cause_id=3505&project_id=11206
https://www.2enable.org/DonorInfo.aspx
https://www.2enable.org/DonorInfo.aspx

