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May 2013 

It’s May already and the CMDA has had such a busy and fulfilling year so far that we are only now 
managing to put together a newsletter!  We have some exciting new developments and plans for the year, 
the details of which we’re pleased to share with you.   This newsletter announces our online management 
and learning platform 2Enable as well as the forthcoming dynamic ‘Route 40 Music Festival’, which is 
planned for White River in December.   
 
First of all here is some feedback on the ‘star’ of our year so far, the awesome musical production ‘ILIZWI’ 
which was performed at PAC in March, to hugely enthusiastic audiences.  The show was directed by Ingrid 
Wylde, with a cast of 33 young people from our local areas participating, some of them who were on the 
stage for the first time ever.   At the end of April Ilizwi went on tour to Cape Town, and the show was 
performed to delegates of the World Economic Forum at the Nedbank Arena, the Waterfront, Cape Town.  
A huge honour and privilege for our youngsters. 

Dear Friends, 

‘ILIZWI’ 
A South African Musical 

Written by Vuyo Jack and  Ingrid Wylde ▪ Directed by Ingrid Wylde 
Funded by the National Arts Council and produced by the CMDA  

ILIZWI  

goes to 

Cape 

Town!! 



 
 

Huge dedication and time went into the behind the scenes 
preparation of the show.  The coaches and organisers of 
Ilizwi were from left to right Aggi de Aguiar who was in 
charge of musical direction, Sonya Caldecott on behind the 
scenes planning and bookings, Ingrid Wylde who wrote the 
musical and directed the cast, and Sharne Mostert who was 
in charge of vocal training.   Aggi, Sonya and Sharne all 
work and coach at the CMDA, and Ingrid Wylde has taken 
up a post in Grahamstown.  Ingrid has plans to take Ilizwi fur-
ther afield as well as making the show part of the line-up for 
the Schools Festival in September 2013. 

 

Audiences were blown away by the talent of the lead 
vocalist Princess Nkuna, a young lady being described as 
the Miriam Makeba of the Lowveld.   Princess is from 
White River and had approached the CMDA asking how 
she could be involved with the  program.    She was  
invited to pop into the PAC and she happened to do so 
on the first day of auditions for Ilizwi.  As soon as she was 
up on the stage and she started to sing, the director 
knew that Princess would take the lead role of Ma Mavis. 
Princess is set to perform in a Miriam Mkeba tribute at the 
PAC in the near future.      

 

I 
L 
I 
Z 
W 
I 
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Leonard Gumede (Bra Joe), Zan-
ele Mdhululi (Mbali) and Lucky 
Khoza (Sipho) had major roles in 
the show, all with solo pieces and 
some acting skills were required.  
The ‘joy voices’ played a big part 
with talented vocal back-up, and 
they were a part of the storyline 
too.   Their gorgeous gold shim-
mery dresses added some sparkle 
to the show! 

The stage came to life with 
a wonderful supporting 
cast portraying township 
girls, young night clubbers 
and mine workers.   
The costumes were colour-
ful and combined with 
great dancing and rhyth-
mic movement contrib-
uted towards a vibrant set. 

The mineworkers were made 
up of 10 young men, some 
new to the stage, some al-
ready having performed pre-
viously at the PAC.  The 
dancing was vibrant and 
added an air of authenticity 
to the portrayal of township 
life in this very South African 
story.   



www.mpuma-music.org.za Page 3 

 

 

Any good musical requires a great supporting band and all those 
involved on the musical side contribute hugely to the success of 
Ilizwi.  The musicians play a crucial role in the success of the show.   
All of these musicians are CMDA students and we are super proud 
of them!  
 
From left to right Daniel Bruce-Brand (acoustic guitar), Neville 
Mlaba (keyboard), Zanika Mehta (keyboard and song-
writing), Zama Fakudze (percussion), Mxolisi Mogale 
(percussion), Ncondisi Mahlalela (guitar), Tebogo 
Mashego (guitar). 

The show is woven to-
gether with some short 
dramatic scenes re-
quiring some acting 
skills, all quite new to 
our young performers.  
Zanele came up 
trumps and Ma Mavis’ 
no-nonsense manner 
brought some laughs 
from the audience. 

As can be seen from 
these pics the danc-
ing and group scenes 
are great fun and full 
of life.  Neville Mlaba 
who plays the night 
club’s pianist had eve-
ryone laughing with his 
comic walk and 
dancing style! 

An added jewel in the cast 
of Ilizwi is local poet and 
women’s rights activist 
Mmatshilo Motsei, who plays 
the older Mbali.  She ap-
pears at the beginning of 
the story and in the finale, 
leading the cast into a mov-
ing rendition of the song 
Ilizwi, which means ‘hope’. 

The finale of the show is awe-
some and on the last 2 nights 
included a repeat of two of 
the most popular songs from 
the show.  The youngsters 
were sad when Ilizwi was 
over, and some asked Aggi 
‘so when is the audition for 
the next show?’  They didn’t 
know they’d be off to Cape 
Town soon! 
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‘ILIZWI’ goes on tour to Cape Town 
And performs at the World Economic Forum 
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On our way to Joburg 
First time on a plane for most of us, 

and we serenaded the  
other passengers! 

Sight-seeing 
around the city 

On top of the world 
Table Mountain! 

Performing for the delegates 
BOE Nedbank Arena 

Waterfront  

Our performance rocked and we got a 
standing ovation at the end! 

Posing for pics after the 
show AND we got  
to meet some famous  
stars such as Yvonne 
Chaka Chaka and  
Dr Felicia Mabuza-Suttle.  
Please check out  
our other pics on  
Facebook! 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE:  CMDA PERFORMS AT CANSA RELAY NELSPRUIT, AND HOSTS ‘CAMP 
QUALITY’ AT THE PAC 
 
For the second year running the CMDA has been invited to perform on the entertainment stage at the 
CANSA Relay in Nelspruit.  Our bands ‘Monday Night Mavericks’ and ‘Cosmic River’ performed for about 45 
minutes and the audience response was great.  The music was high-vibe and fun and raised the spirits of the 
CANSA walkers who were walking through mud and rain this year.  The CMDA enjoys being seen as part of 
the local community, as it raises our profile and at the same time contributes positively to the Lowveld. 

Cosmic River Monday Night Mavericks 

The CMDA has again hosted the children 
of Camp Quality at the PAC.  Camp Qual-
ity is a Rotary White River program whereby 
children affected by cancer enjoy a week 
of joy and happiness through fun therapy 
and education.  Camp Quality believes 
laughter is the best medicine! 
 
The Camp week culminates with the kids putting on a little 
show full of music and singing.   Several CMDA students and 
coaches participated in teaching the children to play cer-
tain instruments.  It was a day full of fun and was as reward-
ing for the coaches and students as it was for the young chil-
dren involved.  The CMDA is thrilled to be affiliated with 
Camp Quality. 

ILIZWI GOES NATIONAL!  
The whole cast of Ilizwi were invited to travel to Cape Town to perform at the Nedbank 
Arena, the Waterfront, on 7th May 2013.   This was possible due to the enthusiasm, gen-
erosity and organization of Vuyo Jack, who co-wrote Ilizwi with Ingrid Wilde.  He organ-
ized for Ilizwi to be performed for the delegates of the World Economic Form which was 
a huge honour for the CMDA and an extraordinary opportunity for our Lowveld young-
sters.  They were wonderful ambassadors not only for the Lowveld, but for all the youth 
of South Africa. 

 
 

WITH GRATITUDE FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
A big thank you to Vuyo Jack for financing the airfares for all 33 of our cast. Thank you to the following for 
their contributions as well as generous discounts which went a long way to making this tour possible:     
Empowerdex, HCI, Seasons in Africa (Casterbridge Hollow Hotel and Hollow on the Square), Norman 
(Seasons in Africa driver in Cape Town), City Bug, Mpumatube and three private individuals from White 
River.  Various tour operators in Cape Town gave us generous discounts too. 
 
The generosity of all these donors is highly appreciated especially by our cast who had the opportunity to 
fly in a plane, visit Table Mountain and the penguins at Boulders, and dip their toes into the 
ocean!   A wonderful and possibly once-in-a-lifetime experience for our CMDA stars.   
 

Cape 
Town! 

Thank you! 



The finals of the competition were held on 8th March, 
and 8 finalists, all very different from each other,     
battled it out for first prize.  Craig Hinds of Watershed 
was part of the judging panel, and the audience par-
ticipated by voting for their favourite performer. 
 
After all the votes were counted, the final winner was 
a young Christian band from Swaziland, going by the 
name of Outcry.  Local musician Sheldon De St Pern 
came in a close second, and well known local band 
Gibraltar came in third.   The winners will have the op-
portunity to have one of their songs professionally re-
corded, and the track will be given airtime on   
MpowerFM. 

MPOWER OPEN MIC SERIES FINALS 
 
The MPowerFM Open Mic Series has been an ongoing initiative between MPowerFM and 
the CMDA to develop and provide exposure to unsigned musicians within Mpumalanga.  It 
has been  hosted at the Performing Arts Centre in Casterbridge on a monthly basis and 
each event has featured eight performers.    

THE LOWVELD COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA 

The CMDA launched an initiative in 2013 whereby all musicians in the Lowveld were invited to audition for the Low-
veld Community Orchestra.  Many keen instrumentalists showed up for the auditions, some 13 years of age, and oth-
ers ‘not quite 13 years of age any more’.   All instruments are represented in our orchestra including a harp and a 
double bass, both very rare instruments.   

Having had their first rehearsal in January followed by 4 
more practices, the orchestra performed to great ap-
plause at the Uplands Festival.  Everyone, musicians and 
audience, enjoyed the recital and it was an amazing 
collaboration of young and old, united through a love for 
classical music.  

The CMDA is excited about the enormous response 
we’ve had from the local public to this initiative, and 
we’re very grateful to our coaches Anneke Coetzer, 
Lorraine Kirk and for their dedication and enthusiasm.   
 
Enormous thanks to Siegfried Errath and the Mackenzie 
Foundation for their sponsorship which is enabling us to 
get our orchestra going and active in our area.   

Sheldon De St Pern 

www.mpuma-music.org.za Page 6 

Ghapi is a drummer and vocalist from Pretoria, and he and his supporting musicians 
visited White River and performed on 14th February to a large crowd at the PAC.  
Ghapi and his 3 piece band are described as an Afrikaans ‘rock sensation’.  The 
CMDA were proud to have one of our bands ‘Monday Night Mavericks’ open for 
Ghapi. 

Sheraaz is an instrumental world fusion band made up of 5 very talented young 
musicians.  They played at PAC on 5 April.  A Sheraaz show can only be de-
scribed as an exhilarating experience and their style of music is unique.  This 
multi-instrumentalist band is from Pretoria, and we really hope they will visit us 
again so that more Lowvelders can enjoy their music. 

OUT OF TOWN BANDS PERFORMING AT PAC 
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Monday Night Mavericks 
Monday Night Mavericks is a large, energetic band made up of students (lots of girls!) from White River and Barberton, and 
featuring a number of musicians who play a variety of instruments.  They play contemporary pop and some lighter rock mu-
sic.  This band were awesome as the opening act for Elvis Blue and they have played at several events in the Lowveld, and 
will also perform at Innibos, Nelspruit on 27th June. 

Our Bands 

News & 
Upcoming 
Events 

Café Wha? 
Café Wha? is a talented rock band made up of members from local White River schools, and also from our two kaBokweni 
hubs.  Their genre is mainly rock with an emphasis on instrumental and they take their inspiration from Jimi Hendrix and Prince.   
Café Wha? opened for Die Heuwels Fantasties, were well received at the Uplands Festival and have been invited to open for 
Locnville who will play at the Nelspruit Botanical Gardens on 30 June. 

Cosmic River 

This band of 3 female vocalists, 2 of who also play keyboard and an electric guitarist and percussionist are from White River 
schools and they’ve been performing together for only a few months.  Their favoured genre is soulful contemporary and they 
recently opened for Die Heuwels Fantasties, they played at the Uplands Festival, and will perform at Innibos on 26th June. 

Vital Crew holds many of our longest standing members, and they have become also our ‘Ilizwi’ band, as musical support for 
the show.  Some are part of our gumboot team who are creating a name for themselves in their own right.  Vital Crew has 
performed at various events and will appear at Casambo Executive Lodge together with other CMDA  members who will be 
doing traditional dancing to entertain the guests. 

Vital Crew 



The platform addresses issues common to many Public Benefit Organisations and as such, is designed to assist 
with: 
 
▪ Member enrolment, event management (contact sessions) and communication, event attendance, analysis 
and public event management. 
▪ Creating and delivering meaningful educational content free of charge; either online to those with high 
speed internet connectivity or largely offline via digital learning centres that can be established in rural com-
munities.   
▪ Any organisation (anywhere in South Africa) can establish a digital learning centre for their beneficiaries and 
this makes expanding the reach of the library of educational content easy to achieve.   This is available free of 
charge. 
▪ Fundraising through coordinated and managed community events. 
  
The software is called 2Enable and has the express purpose of permitting users to enable others and allow us-
ers to enable themselves.  It operates from the domain www.2Enable.org and is a platform designed to deliver 
learning content created by registered organisations for free access by the public.  The platform is free for use 
by any NPO that needs access to tools and free to any user that wishes to access the public content. 
 
Benefits of the application to a donor are as follows: 
1. All content creation relies on a once off donation.  A donor does not need to feel obligated to provide 
year-on-year funding and any content created remains in place thereafter. 
2. Costs are reasonable and most companies can afford to fund a meaningful learning area or content on 
the platform. 
3. Each user's utilisation is tracked, and detailed accurate and relevant analysis can be provided for each 
learning area.  Improvements between academic results and utilisation can also be measured in a real time 
environment. 
4. All donations relating to content creation are made to Casterbridge Music Development Academy and as 
such are tax deductible. 
Donors will benefit from the marketing value of the platform where their logo will be present on each grade 
that they sponsor.   
● Anyone requiring further information please contact Melissa Adey at melissa@mpuma-music.org.za 
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A ‘School in the Cloud’ created by and designed to assist  
Non-Profit Organisations manage their programs and deliver their learning material 

for the benefit of all South Africans. 

Based on the experience gained in delivering a music  program in rural Mpumalanga to largely underprivi-
leged teenagers, the CMDA has developed a web based   computer platform that is an effective enabling 
tool to  improve its delivery in a number of areas.  The purpose of this application is to enable the CMDA to pro-
vide a better service to its members including the delivery of educational content which is lacking within their 
schools, such as mathematics and science.   

The Dell Development Fund has generously donated 25 desktop and 2 laptop computers and sufficient funding 
to upgrade these to 'thin client networks'.  We are working with other local non profit organisations to establish 
20 computer networks in our community delivering content using our 2Enable platform.   Many of these will be 
aligned with our hubs where we will be providing a rich resource to our members in what we hope will become 
beacons of light in these communities. 
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In December this year we are putting together a major music festival in White 
River which we’re calling THE ROUTE 40 MUSICAL FESTIVAL.   The Route 40 Festi-
val will take place over several days in early December and will include a num-
ber of South African musicians and bands who will perform and work with our 
own students and the Carnegie Hall students in various workshops.   
 
For the Route 40 Music Festival we’re partnering with Carnegie Hall Weill Music 
Institute (www.carnegiehall.org) and the Rock School Scholarship Fund in the 
USA  (www.rockschoolfund.org) and we’re thrilled that Rolling Stone magazine 
is our official media partner for this project.   

Carnegie Hall is an internationally known musical institute in New York, and The Rock 
School Fund is a 501c3 public charity that provides tuition assistance to underserved 
kids ages 7 to 17 who want to attend any rock music school in the States, 
 
The Route 40 Festival has been planned as the culmination of an exciting program for 
songwriter students that is being run in the USA, through Carnegie Hall.   
 
Young songwriters have the opportunity to submit their own songs, via Carnegie Hall’s Musical Exchange website 
at musicalexchange.carnegiehall.org, for a chance to have their songs reviewed by one our VIP judges which 
will include some of SA’s top musicians and songwriters as well as a handful of well-known musicians from the US 
who will be our VIP judges.  Six young American songwriters will be selected to receive mentoring as they collabo-
rate with young songwriters in South Africa, and they will travel to South Africa with their peers to do musical work-
shops, experience the culture, and perform their original songs at the CMDA Route 40 Music Festival, opening for 
some of SA’s biggest rock bands! 
 
It’s an exciting competition and collaboration between the CMDA and Carnegie Hall’s Musical Exchange pro-
gram.  Watch the press and your emails for further news of the performances, and make sure you are around for 
this awesome festival in December. 

NEW HAPPENINGS AT THE CMDA AND 2ENABLE 
 
We are pleased to announce the establishment of a fundraising team with Keren Gear, Melissa Adey and  
Melodie Bowyer joining us for this exciting new development.  Keren will start working with us in June.  With their 
input we plan to raise the funds to create all the content for our educational 2Enable project.  
We’re also pleased to welcome Sean McKerr who joins us our Events Manager.     

 

As always, a heartfelt thank you  

The CMDA team 

We appreciate the assistance and support of all our donors, whether you are an individual in the community 
or an organisation or company.  Without your ongoing assistance, support and enthusiasm for the CMDA  
we wouldn’t be able to do what we do.    
 

Thank you to the Dell Development Fund, our most recent donor towards 2enable.   We also thank Rand 
Merchant Bank for their support of 2Enable and the creation of content on the platform, Fintax and our 
many individual donors who prefer to quietly support our program. 
 

Thank you also to the many people who pop into the CMDA and help out in various ways.  Your input is    
greatly appreciated.    
                                                                 Until next time, 


